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My name is Yolanda Villazana. My husband, Sergio Villazana, is the pastor of Iglesia Bautista Palabra de Vida in Easley
S.C. We have one daughter, Emily, who is one of the greatest blessings God has given us. She is always ready to jump in
and help in any area of the ministry. We have served here at the church for twenty years now and am so thankful for what
He has done and am looking forward to what the future holds! God bless!

As | was reading my Bible this morning, the Lord gave me a verse that spoke to me so sweetly. “But now hath God set
the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him.” 1 Corinthians 12:18 He has set me where He wants
me in the greatly loved body of Christ, but that is not all, it hath pleased Him to do so! | feel so honored... how is it that
I...being just me, am here serving my King? | will never understand it all but He chose me and | will serve, during the
mountain tops and also during those dark valleys. It is specifically through those dark valleys that He shows His sustaining
grace in the place where He was pleased to set me. There have been many, many, valleys in my life but God in His divine
wisdom knew that it was the only way for me to grow.

When | was a little girl | was well aware of the trials those around me had been through. My very wise Mother taught
us to walk carefully, that a wise person learned from the mistakes of others. | remember that | used to pray the Lord would
help me learn without going through a trial, hoping | could avoid the heartache, but it is not possible. We must go through
trials in order to grow. In James He told us of the great result of the trying of our faith: “Knowing this, that the trying of
your faith worketh patience. But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting
nothing.” James 1:3-4 KIV

In Romans He also tells us the important result of tribulations in our lives: “By whom also we have access by faith into
this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also:
knowing that tribulation worketh patience; And patience, experience; and experience, hope: And hope maketh not
ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.”
Romans 5:2-5 KIV

There will be times in our lives when we will have people we love and serve be the very ones to cause those
tribulations. It hurts but we must remember that He placed us where we are because He was pleased to and | must do my
Fathers will. He will deal with them, | hurt for them because | love them, | feel the pain of broken fellowship, but my Lord,
went through so much more hurt, pain and rejection, how can | expect better.

I am an imperfect vessel, trying every day to be more like Him, to love like Him and forgive like Him, but I fall so short.
So, | will rest in the fact, no, | will rejoice in the fact that it pleased Him to set me here, where | am. | will continue to strive
to do my best with elegance, grace, and wisdom because | am representing a sweet little church at the bottom of a hill,
and | am representing a kingdom greater than any other, for mine is a heavenly kingdom and my King, the Creator of the
universe..

| find it so amazing that He chose me, and even more amazing are the promises that He will equip me, will never leave
me, and He so lovingly sustains me, by His grace. How great and kind and loving is the God | serve, my God, my Father and
dearest Friend.
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